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TITLE OF THE PROJECT 


SFARADA ALPHABET 7A.ND INSCRIPTIONS OF NORTH WESTERN 
INDIA AND PAKISTAN 


INTRODUCTION 

yrio 

The value of the epigraphic records as the \^st authentic 
and dependable source of history* and culture in India has been 
long recognisedo Ancient India did not produce any ^erodotus, 
Strabo or Pliny and in the absence of geniune s^d aifi then tic 
written records of history epigraphic records f^^m the Chief 
original source for the study of the history and culture of 
India's glorious pastp Their value was recognised long ago 
by the<i'ole historian worth the name of ancient India named 
Kalhana viho for v/riting his history of Kashmir consulted 
the extant epigraphic records of all types and v;as thus able 
to " Overcome many errors" arising from other sourceso 

The study of the Indian epigraphic records presupposes 
the knov/ledge of the Indian scripts in v/hich they are written,, 
These scripts have been a subject of study of scholors now 
for more than a hundred years and many a mystery associated 
v/ith their decipherment have been un^ravelled. However, 

" e 

somern important regional scripts have not recived the 
attention they deserve» The Sharada figures prominently among 
themo 


TliE SHAPJ\DA ALPHABET 


Among the v/estern Himalayan scripts the Sharada alphabet 
has a pride of piaceo Evolved from north western Brahmi a 
millinium ago in the 9th century it remained in popular use 
for several centuries in an extensive area of v/estern 
Himalayas including North V/estern Frontier Province, Dardistan, 
Kashmir, Jammu, Ladalch and Himachal Pradesh» Its use in 
Punjab is attested to by the Jurumukhi script which is the 
direct descendant of Sharada; whi<^ia. its popularity in the 


Delhi 
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i region,is testified, by, the Pal^. v/ell inscription,/ 

VI SuiyoMy 

^ The inscriptions of the famous Hindu Shal^i dynasty of 
Kabul and Ohind and of the Shal:>i dynesty of gilgit; bulk of entant 
epigraphic and literary records of Kashmir produced from 9th 
century onwardsj The inscriptions including the copper p_ate 
charters, fountain stone inscriptions and the 4:emple 

riptions of the earstv/hile v/estern Himalayan states 


inS' 


^hamba and Kangra; and the legends of the coins'of the Shahis, 

the rulers of Kashmir and Mahmud of Ghazni are all written 
in thifeA) scripto Nearly the entire extant manuscripts of 


K. 


Sanskrit and old Kashmiri tehts and historical works of 
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Kashmir are written in the Sharada, besides host of biliingnal 
inscriptions and literary records written both in the Sharada 
and the ^ersio-Arabic scriptsc These facts considerably 
enhance the value of the study of this important regional 
alphabet for the criticial study and analyses of the valuable 
records v/ri:fcten in this script and preserved in several 
celebrated museirme and the libraries of the v/orldo 

. . . 

Like a Brahmi and the Kharoshthi in the ancient period, 
the Sharada alphabet in the early medieval period formed a 
■^ital link in the chain of communication of ideas, knov/ledge 
and culture among the states of the western HimalayeJfii/regiono 

The Sharada alphabet continued to be used in Himachal 
Pradesh and Punjab upto 13th century when it was replaced by 
its descendants the Takri and the Gurumukhio Its use in the 
Darad territories and the ^eshawar region continued unto 
16th century while in Kashmir it remained in popular use till 
the early decades of the currentty century v;hen it was replaced 
by the Devanagri with the popularisation of Hindi in the statep 

THE SHAP^DA INSCRIPTIONS 

The Sharada epigranhic records that have come to light in 

the regions mentioned above present a very fascinating studyo 

The inscriptions of Chamba in the absence of any contemparary 

literary records have been found particularly useful in 

v/riting the history of this ancient hill state from 8th century 

onwards in an almost continuous strain» Fairly large in 

number and detailed in character they provide useful data for the 

study of the ancient geography of this hill state and furnish 

detailed information regarding the social organisation, position 

of v/omen, administrative set up, agricultural operations and 

econmic and religious conditions of the regiono The Sharada 

inscriptions of Kashmir some times furnish very interesting 

historical information not knov/n from the literary sourceso 

Being dated invariably^ they provide substantial help in 

verifying the accuracy of the chronology given by Kalhana 

in his Rajatara.1)tginCo The inscriptions of the Kabul-Peshawar 

region have providec/a sound base and a valuable indegenous 

source for the reconstruction of the history of the Shahis of 

Kabul and Ohindo The region has also yeilded some very 

important manuscripts of Sharada some of v/hich contain very 

important scientific and mathematical 'works » The Baijnath 

Prashas tis from Kangra contain detailed information of the 

construction of the famous temple of Baijnath besides 

acquainting us '.ith a family of fetldatory chiefs that ruled 

for eight generations at Kiragraiaa m.odern Baijnath and owed 

alle iance to the kings of Trigasrta or Jalandliarao Besides 

their historical content the Sharada inscriptions furnish 

very interesting information regar :ing the contemporary social, 

economic and religious conditions of the regions represented hy 
em« 








-3- 


SCOPE 

The Sharada though a very important regional script has not 
been taken up so far for critical study and analysiso A brief 
account of the sharada alphabet has been given by George Btihler 
in his Indian Palaeograph y(English Edition) p« 78 f ; by George 
Grierson in the Journal of Royal Asiatic Society , pc 1916 pp,, 

677 ff o and some vjhat detailed treatment but base©!^ exclusively 
on the inscriptions of Chamba has been given by J. Pho Vogel in 
his Antiquities of Chamba State Part lo More comprehensive 
study of the script has been attempted by the present investigator 
in Section I of his Corpus of the Inscriptions of Kashmir . since 
the publication of the latter v/ork in 1982 (£,ot iS^^^epigrabhic 
records and manuscripts v/ritten in this script have come to light 
v/hich have necessitated the revised treatment of the subject in 
more comprehensive and detailed mannero 

The Sharada Inscriptions constitute a very vital and original 
source of information for the history and culture of the entire 
Western Himalayan region including the part now in Pakistan,, 

These have been edited only partly and sporadically and even those 
edited lie scattered in nov>r out of print joxirnals and books and 
thus inaccessible to the present day student® 

The Sharada script and the inscriptions huve been my subject 

of study for the past several years and some papers connected with 

them eog, Sharada - the Alphabet par encellence of Kashmir; the 

Sharada Alphabet of North V^estern Himalayas-Origin and Development,’ 

the sharada Alphabet - A Link between Kashmir and Central Asia; 

_^ocial and Economic conditions of Chamba (H.P.) as gj^aned from 

the sharada Inscriptions) Ancient Trigarta and the Baijnath 

Prashasti^Sy Political History of Ancient Chamba) Fountain ^tone 

Inscriptions of Ancient Chamba) Some ^lace Names in the sharada 

Inscriptions) Important Sharada Inscriptions of Kashmir- A socio 

Political study) K Sharada Pillar Inscription at Dras (Ladakh) 

etc. . have already aopeared in reputed journals and felicitation 

-vv-i j 

volumes. Besides,^ two monographs Corpus of the Sharada Inscriptions 
of Kashmir and Hist ory and culture of Ancien t Gandhara and VJestern 
Himalays (based on Sharada Inscriptions) have already been publishedo 
The two books have received vide acclai-Tp and j^ave been awarded by the 
JaiTimu & Kashmir cultural Academy. 

It is proposed to critically edit all the Sharada records 

discovered to date, from se\^ral places in North Western India 
. Cc \ 

and Pakistan in single t7oliimeo The records vmll include 

also those discovered by my per^nal efforts. In the introductory 
Part I of the Volume attempt will be made to present a ee r y 
comprehensive and scientific study with illustrations of tlie 
evolution of the Sharada script. This part will also include a 
detailed study of the political history. Socio-economic set up 

and the culture of Gandhara ( N .FP) and wesstern Himalayan Kingdoms of 
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Jammu and Kashmir and Himachal pradesh on the basis of tlie data 
gleaned from the Sharada. Inscriptions discovered in these regions 
and belonging mostly to 9th - 16th centuryo 

In the second part all the sharada Inscriptions discovered 
to date will be critically edited v/ith Te>tt, Translation^ notes and 
the facsimilieso 


UTILITY 

As pointed out above, while almost all s ibjects pertaining to 
Indian History and culture have received comprehensive treatment 
at the hands of the scholars^ paleography and scientific study of 
the Indian scripts has remained a neglected subjecto The result 
has been that the knov/ledge of ancient and medaeval regional scripts 

k . 

of India is fast disappearing« The sarada is no excetiono 

A. 

Unfortunately the knowledge of this important script is fast 
disappearing threatening the loss of this rich and proud heritage 
of v/estern Himalayas to posterity for ever. Timely measures 
are urgently needed to be taken to disseminate the knowledge 
of the script among the younger generation of the scholarso The 
knov/ledge of Sharada script is all the more necessary since a 
number of very important and valuable manuscripts on medicine, 
arehitecture, mathematies, astronomy, linguistices, grammar, 
religion, philosophy etc, written in this script and preserved 
in the important museums and libraries in the country and abroad 
long await publication» 

The present writer has been approached number of times by 
scholars in India and abroad interested in the study of unpublished 
teMts of Kashmir on scientific su?ojects written in the Sharada 
script and in the study of tlie history and culture of Himachal 
Pradesh to prepare a comprehensive treatise on the Sharada Script 
so that the same serves as a guide book and a valuable aid in 
their field of study© 

The v/riter5on the history and culture of Kashmir have been 

depending solely on the Raj atara^ngipai and other l-titerary v/orks 

quite unware of very useful and valuable epigraphic source© 

Similarly the students of the history and culture of Himachal 

Pradesh are depending on ej^Ltraneous sources not able to utilize 

the very rich and substantial indegenous epigraphic wealth© The 

authors both Indian and foriegn^ of history of Afghanistan, Darad 

territories and the IT.'JFP have based their studv on the Persian and 
:5fivrcc^ “ 

Arabic^not taking very valuable Sharada epigraphic records 

discovered in the region into account© 


The proposed project purports to serve the tv;in purpose 

I 

of acqu^anting the students with the Sharada Script and baking 
accessible to them in a single UTolume all the Sharada records 
discovered so far, both edited and unedited, having a bearing 
on the history and culture of a very important region of the 
sub continent© 


5/ 
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MSTHODOLOGY 

The entire study v/ould be based on original records and 
Gonprehensively illustrated by paleographic tables and charts 
and facsimilies of the inscriptions prepared on modern 
scientific lineso 

CONTRIBUTION 

The study would be the first complete study on the subject 
taken up by any scholar in India and abroad and V 70 uld make a 
significant contribution to the study of the ancient and 
medaeval Indian paleography and epigraphy® 

SYNOPSIS 

P ART I : The <9rigin and J&evelopment of the Sharada Script® 
SECTION I : intaroduction 

a® The name of the alphabet® 
b® The date of its use® 

Co The area of its use® 

SECTION II : origin of the Script. 

a® The Brahmi Alphabet of the Maurya period 
represented by the extant records of the 
North-VJestern India and Pakistan-Special 
pecularities(illustrated) , 

b„ Tlie Brahmi Alphabet of the Post Maurya period 
represented by the extant records of the 
North-Viestern India and Pakistan - Special 
features and peculiajirities( illustrated) ® 

Co The Brahmi of the Kushana period - special 
features and peculiarities ( illvistrated) ® 

do The Brahmi Alphabet of the Gupta period 

represented by the records of North-Western 
part of the sub continent -special featured 
and peculiarities ( illustrated)-® 

el The Brahmi Alphabet of the Post Gupta period 
represented by the records of Nortli-Western 
part of the sub continent - detailed study 
(illustrated)® 

f® The appearance of the sharada Alphabet :- 

A® Early records - 9th. and 10th® centuries® 

B® Detailed study of the script(illustrated) o 


i) 

Vovjels 

ii) 

Consonants 

111) 

Medical vovjels 

iv) 

Ligatures 

v) 

Numerals 0 
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Section III 


Section IV 


Section V 


PART II 


Section I 
Section II 
Section III 
Section IV 
Section V 
Section VI 
Section VII 

PART III 


PART III : 
Chaperp^' I • 


Chapter II : 


Evalution of the Script ( Illustrated). 

A, The sharada records of the 11th to 13th 
centuries, 

B, Detailed study of the developments. 

1) Vowels 

ii) Consonants 

iii) Medial vowels 

iv) Ligatures 

v) Numerals. 

The final development (Illustrated). 

A, The representative Sharada records of the 
14th. and the subsequent centuries. 

B. Detailed study of the developments, 

i) Vowels 

ii) Consonants 

iii) Medial vov/els 

iv) Ligatures 

v) Numerals 

The Sharada Alphabet in ManuscriptsCIllustrated). 

A, The early available manuscripts. 

B, Differences in characters as used in the 
inscription and coins and manuscripts. 

C, .Aids for determining the approximate age of the 
Sharada manuscripts on paleographic grounds, 

HISTORICAL AND CULTURAL STUDY OF SHARAD.A 
INSCRIPTIONS. 

Political History 
Administration 

Social Organisation and position of Woman 
Economic Set up 

Religin and Religious practices 

Literature 

Geographical Data 


SHARADA INSCRIPTIONS 

Text, Translation, Notes and Facsimilies. 

ORIGIN AlTD DEVELOPMENT OF THE TAKARI ALPHABET 


Introduction 

A, The Name Tahari 

B, Dates and area of its use. 

liie Sharada Alphabet of the 11th, and 13th. 
centuries as represented by the records of 
Chamba and Kangra : Special features and 
peculiarities• 
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